
 
	

Overview 
Topic Solar Jobs Date   
Grade Level 6-8 Presenter  
School  Teacher  

Goal 

Students learn about jobs in the solar and/or the renewable energy industry.  If you have personal experience, this 
is a good opportunity to share what you (the presenter) do in the solar and/or renewable energy industry.  

Timeline Materials 
Ice Breaker / Introduction: 5 min 

Presentation: 10 min 
Classroom Activity: 25 min 

Conclusion: 5 min 

Blank paper 
 

Ice Breaker 

Ask students if they could have any job in the world, what would it be and why? Allow for a few students to answer.  
Share what you wanted to be when you were younger and briefly explain what you do now.  

Presentation 
Opening Questions: 

 What is a solar panel? 
 How does a solar panel get on someone’s home? 
 How does someone learn how to install solar? 
 How does a company get solar panels? 
 Who makes solar panels?  
 Who figures out how to make solar panels?  
 Who figures out how to improve solar panels?  

These questions should get students thinking about the people who make solar energy work. As students name 
different roles, you can provide vocabulary terms (for example, if a student says, “There is someone who puts the 
solar on the roof”, explain “Yes, this is called an installer.”) If you can, keep a list on a piece of paper, or on the 
classroom's board.  For advanced students, explain how these different roles relate to one another.  Touch on the 
major areas of the industry – Research and Design, Marketing, Sales, Operations, etc. – and how these various 
jobs/roles fit into these areas.  
If applicable, be sure to explain how your role in solar (or renewable energy) fits in to the various industry areas that 
students thought about.  

Activity  

Solar Job Skits:  
After explaining various jobs in the solar industry (or within the company you work for), introduce a game to make 
the topic more exciting and memorable.  Prepare 3-5 scenarios for the students to act out in a skit.  The scenarios 
should provide the student groups an opportunity to problem-solve and think critically about the roles involved in 
each scenario.  You may introduce the same scenario for each group, or assign groups different ones. See the 
Additional Resources section for scenario ideas and more details about this activity, 

Conclusion 

End the activity by reiterating that there are countless roles to be played in the solar and/or renewable energy 
industry, and that they all have to work together to get everything done.  Encourage students who may be interested 
in a particular role to explore that further, and explain that many jobs can be found in other areas of these 
industries as well (like Sales, Marketing, Research, HR, etc.)  


